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1. Introduction to Advanced Spanish

Welcome to the advanced Spanish curriculum designed for learners pursuing C1 (Effective Operational
Proficiency) and C2 (Mastery) levels according to the Common European Framework of Reference for

Languages (CEFR). This comprehensive program prepares students for the DELE (Diploma de Espanol
como Lengua Extranjera) examinations and professional use of Spanish.

Figure 1. Interactive Spanish language learning environment

Program Overview

The C1-C2 curriculum represents the pinnacle of Spanish language learning, designed for students who
have already achieved B2 proficiency and seek to attain near-native command of the language. At these

levels, learners develop the ability to:

Understand a wide variety of lengthy, demanding texts and recognize implicit meanings

Express themselves fluently and spontaneously without apparent effort

Use the language flexibly and effectively for social, academic, and professional purposes

Produce clear, well-structured, detailed texts on complex subjects
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C1 Level: Effective Operational Proficiency

At C1, learners can understand a wide variety of lengthy, demanding texts and recognize implicit
meanings. They express themselves fluently and spontaneously without much obvious searching

for expressions. They use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic, and professional
purposes.

C2 Level: Mastery

At C2, learners can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. They can summarize
information from different spoken and written sources, reconstructing arguments and accounts in a

coherent presentation. They express themselves spontaneously, very fluently and precisely,
differentiating finer shades of meaning even in more complex situations.

Skills Progression

Reading

List ening

Writ ing

Speaking
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2. C1 Level: Effective Operational

Proficiency

The C1 level certifies sufficient linguistic competence to understand a wide variety of lengthy, somewhat
demanding texts, as well as to grasp implicit meaning. Students at this level can express themselves

fluently and spontaneously without apparent effort to find the right words.

2.1 Grammar and Structures

Advanced Verb Tenses and Moods

Grammar Topic Description Example

Past Perfect

Subjunctive

Expressing hypothetical situations in the

past

"Si hubiera sabido, habria venido"

Conditional Perfect Hypothetical results in the past "Habria estudiado mas"

All Conditional

Structures

Complete mastery of if-clauses Real, unreal, and mixed conditionals

Subjunctive in All
Tenses

Complete subjunctive usage Present, past, perfect subjunctive

Passive Voice All passive constructions "Se venden casas" / "Las casas son
vendidas"

Complex Sentence Structures

Relat ive Clauses

Advanced use of "el cual", "cuyo", "quien", and

prepositional relatives

Concessive Clauses

"Aunque", "a pesar de que", "por mucho que" with

subjunctive

Condit ional Connect ors
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"Siempre que", "con tal de que", "a menos que",

"salvo que" Purpose and Result

"Para que", "de modo que", "tan/tanto...que"
constructions

Verbal Periphrasis

Master the full range of Spanish verbal periphrasis to express nuances of meaning:

Beginning/Ending: "echarse a", "ponerse a", "acabar de", "terminar por"

Gradual Progress: "ir + gerund", "venir + gerund", "quedar en"

Obligat ion/Necessit y: "haber de", "tener que", "deber de" (nuanced differences)

Probabilit y: "deber de", "haber de", "ser de" + infinitive

Repet it ion: "volver a", "estar por", "quedar por"

2.2 Vocabulary Development

Thematic Vocabulary Areas

T heme Key Vocabulary Areas

Arts and Culture Literary genres, artistic movements, film terminology, theater vocabulary

Media and Communication Journalism terms, advertising language, digital media vocabulary

Environment and Ecology Climate change terminology, sustainability concepts, scientific vocabulary

Business and Economics Corporate language, financial terms, marketing vocabulary

Science and Technology Technical terminology, research vocabulary, innovation concepts

Politics and Society Government systems, social issues, international relations

Idiomatic Expressions and Colloquialisms

Common C1-Level Expressions
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"Estar en las nubes" - To be daydreaming

"Costar un ojo de la cara" - To cost an arm and a leg

"No tener pelos en la lengua" - To speak one's mind

"Echarle ganas" - To put effort into something

"Ser uña y carne" - To be thick as thieves

2.3 Reading Comprehension

At C1 level, students must demonstrate the ability to understand complex texts from various sources:

Text Types

Long, complex factual and literary texts

Specialized articles outside one's field

Contemporary literary prose

Reports and essays with complex arguments

Implicit meanings and attitudes in texts

Reading Strategies

Identifying the writer's stance and attitude

Recognizing rhetorical devices and stylistic choices

Inferring meaning from context

Understanding cohesive devices and text organization

Critically evaluating arguments and evidence

2.4 Listening Comprehension

Audio Materials

Source T ype Characteristics Skills Developed
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Radio Programs News, interviews, debates Following extended discourse

Podcasts Various topics and registers Understanding different accents

Films and TV Native speed, colloquial language Catching implicit meanings

Academic Lectures Formal register, complex ideas Note-taking, summariz ing

Conferences Extended presentations Following complex arguments

2.5 Written Expression

Text Types and Formats

Formal Let t ers

Job applications, complaints, formal requests

with appropriate register

Essays and Art icles

Argumentative, discursive, and analytical writing

with clear structure

Report s

Formal reports with introduction, analysis, and

conclusions

Creat ive Writ ing

Stories, narratives with sophisticated vocabulary

and structures

Writing Skills

Organizing texts with clear structure and cohesive devices

Using appropriate register for different contexts

Expressing nuanced opinions and arguments

Paraphrasing and summarizing information

Self-correction and editing for accuracy

2.6 Oral Expression
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Speaking Activities

Activity T ype Description Focus Skills

Debates Structured arguments on controversial topics Persuasion, quick thinking

Presentations Extended talks on academic/professional topics Organiz ation, clarity

Role-plays Simulated professional situations Register, pragmatics

Discussions Group conversations on complex topics Fluency, interaction

Interviews Simulated job or media interviews Formality, precision
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3. C2 Level: Mastery

The C2 level represents the highest level of language proficiency, where learners can communicate with
the fluency and precision of a highly competent native speaker. At this level, students demonstrate subtle

control of nuances and can handle complex situations with ease.

Figure 2. Cultural immersion is essential for C2 mastery

3.1 Advanced Grammar

Refined Grammatical Control

At C2 level, students demonstrate complete mastery of Spanish grammar with the ability to use complex

structures effortlessly:

Subt le Mood Dist inct ions

Understanding when indicative vs. subjunctive
changes meaning: "Me alegra que viene" vs. "Me
alegra que venga"

Advanced Pronoun Usage

Complex clitic combinations,
leismo/laismo/loismo awareness in different
regions

Preposit ional Nuances



3. C2 Level: Mastery

11

Verbs with changing meanings based on

preposition: "soñar con" vs. "soñar en" Regional Variat ions

Understanding grammatical variations across
Spanish-speaking regions

Complex Syntactic Structures

Cleft sent ences: "Lo que me preocupa es...", "Fue Juan quien..."

Dislocat ion: "A Maria, la vi ayer", "Eso, no lo creo"

Embedding: Multiple levels of subordination

Inversion: Stylistic word order changes for emphasis

Ellipsis: Omitting elements while maintaining clarity

3.2 Specialized Vocabulary

Professional and Academic Registers

Domain Vocabulary Focus Application

Legal Spanish Judicial terminology, contracts, legislation Legal practice, translation

Medical Spanish Anatomical terms, diagnoses, procedures Healthcare, research

Financial Spanish Banking, investment, accounting terms Business, finance

Academic Spanish Research methodology, citation, discourse University studies, publishing

Technical Spanish Engineering, IT, scientific terminology Technical fields

Literary and Rhetorical Language

Lit erary Devices t o Mast er

Met aphor and simile: "El mar de la vida", "brillante como el sol"

Hyperbole: Exaggeration for effect
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Irony: Saying the opposite of what is meant

Allit erat ion and assonance: Sound patterns in prose and poetry

Regist er shifts: Moving between formal and informal within discourse

3.3 Complex Text Analysis

Advanced Reading Skills

C2 learners must demonstrate the ability to:

Understand with ease virtually all forms of written language

Read abstract, structurally complex texts such as manuals, specialized articles, and literary works

Appreciate stylistic distinctions and subtexts

Recognize and interpret cultural references

Critically evaluate the quality and reliability of information

Text Analysis Framework

Analysis Level Elements to Consider

Linguistic Vocabulary choice, syntactic complexity, register

Structural Organiz ation, cohesion, argumentation flow

Rhetorical Persuasive strategies, appeals to emotion/logic

Cultural References, assumptions, worldview

Critical Bias, reliability, underlying ideologies

3.4 Nuanced Communication

Precision in Expression

At C2 level, the focus shifts from merely communicating ideas to expressing them with precision and

nuance:
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Dist inguishing shades of  meaning: Understanding subtle differences between synonyms

Appropriat e regist er select ion: Choosing the exact level of formality required

Cult ural appropriat eness: Knowing what expressions fit which contexts

Repair st rat egies: Smoothly correcting oneself without disrupting communication

Backchanneling: Using appropriate fillers and responses in conversation

Advanced Speaking Skills

Imprompt u Speaking

Speaking fluently on any topic without
preparation

Mediat ion

Summariz ing and explaining complex information
to others

Negot iat ion

Reaching agreements through skilled discussion

Public Speaking

Delivering compelling speeches to diverse
audiences
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4. Cultural Competence

Figure 3. Understanding Hispanic cultural heritage enriches language mastery

Cultural competence is essential for true mastery of Spanish. At C1-C2 levels, learners must develop deep

understanding of the diverse cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.

Key Cultural Areas

Cultural
Domain

C1 Focus C2 Focus

History Major historical events and their
impact

Nuanced understanding of historical contexts and
interpretations

Literature Key authors and works Literary analysis, movements, and critical perspectives

Arts Major artists and movements Critical appreciation and contextual understanding

Current Affairs Understanding news and media Critical analysis of media representation

Social Issues Contemporary challenges Complex understanding of multiple perspectives
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Hispanic World Overview

Spanish-Speaking Regions t o Explore

Spain: Castilian, Catalan, Galician, Basque regions and their cultural distinctiveness

Mexico: Indigenous heritage, contemporary culture, regional diversity

Cent ral America: Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama

Caribbean: Cuba, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico

Andean Region: Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia

Sout hern Cone: Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay

Intercultural Communication

Advanced learners must understand:

Cultural norms regarding formality and interpersonal relationships

Non-verbal communication differences across regions

Humor and its cultural specificity

Taboo topics and sensitive issues in different contexts

Professional culture in Spanish-speaking countries
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5. Assessment and DELE Preparation

DELE Exam Structure

The DELE (Diploma de Espanol como Lengua Extranjera) is the official Spanish language certification
issued by the Instituto Cervantes on behalf of the Spanish Ministry of Education.

DELE C1 Exam Format

Test Duration Content Weight

Reading Comprehension and Use of
Language

90
minutes

5 tasks: texts, vocabulary, grammar 25%

Listening Comprehension and Use of

Language

50

minutes

5 tasks: audio comprehension 25%

Integrated Skills: Listening and Writing 80
minutes

2 tasks: synthesiz ing audio
information

25%

Integrated Skills: Reading and Speaking 20+20 min Oral expression based on texts 25%

DELE C2 Exam Format

Test Duration Content

Use of Language, Reading and Listening 105 minutes Integrated language use tasks

Integrated Skills: Listening, Reading and Writing 150 minutes Complex synthesis and production tasks

Integrated Skills: Reading and Speaking 50 minutes Advanced oral expression tasks

Assessment Criteria

Accuracy



5. Assessment and DELE Preparation

17

Grammatical correctness, appropriate vocabulary

choice, spelling Fluency

Natural flow, appropriate pacing, smooth
transitions

Coherence

Logical organiz ation, clear connections between
ideas

Appropriat eness

Register, tone, and style suitable for context

Passing Requirements

Minimum score of 60% overall

Minimum score of 30 points in each group (C1)

All sections must be passed in the same examination session

Results available approximately three months after the exam

Diploma valid for life with no expiration

Preparation Strategies

1. Pract ice wit h aut hent ic mat erials: Use past exam papers and official preparation materials

2. Time management : Practice completing tasks within exam time limits

3. Mock exams: Take full practice tests under exam conditions

4. Feedback: Work with a teacher or tutor for detailed feedback

5. Regular pract ice: Maintain daily contact with the language

6. Weakness ident if icat ion: Focus on areas that need improvement
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6. Study Resources

Recommended Textbooks

T itle Level Focus

"Nuevo Espanol en Marcha" C1 C1 General course with comprehensive coverage

"Espanol Avanz ado" (SGEL) C1-C2 Advanced grammar and vocabulary

"Preparacion al DELE C1" C1 Exam preparation specific

"Preparacion al DELE C2" C2 Exam preparation specific

"Gramatica de Uso del Espanol" C1-C2 C1-C2 Advanced grammar reference

Online Resources

Inst it ut o Cervant es

Official DELE information, practice materials, and

AVE courses

Spanish Podcast s

"Notes in Spanish Advanced", "Coffee Break

Spanish"

News Sources

El Pais, El Mundo, BBC Mundo for current affairs

Lit erat ure

Contemporary Spanish and Latin American

authors

Media Recommendations

Films and Series

Spain: "La Casa de Papel", "El Ministerio del Tiempo", films by Almodovar

Mexico: "Roma", "Y tu mama tambien", "Amores Perros"

Lat in America: "El Secreto de Sus Ojos" (Argentina), "No" (Chile)
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Literature

Cont emporary: Javier Marias, Carlos Ruiz Zafon, Isabel Allende

Classics: Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Mario Vargas Llosa, Jorge Luis Borges

Poet ry: Federico Garcia Lorca, Pablo Neruda, Octavio Paz

Study Plan Template

Activity Frequency Duration

Grammar Study Daily 30-45 minutes

Vocabulary Building Daily 20-30 minutes

Reading Practice Daily 30-45 minutes

Listening Practice Daily 30-45 minutes

Speaking Practice 3-4x weekly 45-60 minutes

Writing Practice 2-3x weekly 45-60 minutes

"El que habla dos lenguas vale por dos." (He who speaks two languages is worth two.)
— Spanish Proverb

Final Recommendat ions

Achieving C1-C2 proficiency in Spanish requires dedication, consistent practice, and immersion in
the language. Remember that language learning is a journey, and every step brings you closer to

mastery. Combine structured study with authentic exposure to Spanish in real-world contexts, and
don't be afraid to make mistakes—they are essential to learning.


